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Desna, Ukraine

January 2010: Christmas
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On Christmas Eve we held a church service, but because of the snowfall it was hard for older people to come. There was so much snow that it was impossible to drive, and we could not bring people to church by car. But, praise the Lord, many people came to glorify our Savior in spite of the weather. And another wonderful thing was the desire in every heart to participate in celebrating. Sister Ira prepared a psalm; the praise group – Christmas songs; even a boy from the Sunday school wrote a special poem about Christ’s coming to this world. It was very cozy at church, so that people who came for the first time felt comfortable. After the church service, we had tea, and everybody who so desired brought some sweets. Each person went home in a festive mood, rejoicing in the opportunity to give thanks to God with their spiritual family for His wonderful plan of salvation.
A bit later all the youth from the church visited our church members, congratulating them and their families on the holiday of the Birth of the Savior. Some of the church members asked us to come in and talk to their unbelieving relatives. We prepared gifts for such people and “Christmas carols” of course – songs about Christ’s birth. We are thankful to God for giving opportunities to witness to the unbelieving world because all the neighbors of these people listened to our songs as well. We visited people until late night as it was snowing heavily and it was very hard to walk.
We saw how wonderfully God works in our church. Four new people have begun to visit our church services this month, and these are answers to our prayers. One of the men who began to attend our church told me how God is working in his life. He is a former officer of the Ukrainian Army. He is 29. But from the moment he first came to the church, he does his best not to miss the services. He even comes to morning prayer on Mondays, which is very enjoyable. Not everything is well in his life, but one can see that God is changing him. Long before he came to church, he lived with a girl. And when he began to read the Bible he occasionally read passages against fornication. He told me that his eyes stopped on the verse where it’s written that adulterers will not inherit the Kingdom of God. He says that before that day he considered sex with one permanent girl not to be a sin and didn’t pay attention to it. But then, reading the Bible, he understood that he was living in fornication and that it does not please God. He says that he went to his girlfriend and proposed to her. He didn’t tell her why he decided to do this, but he certainly knew the reasons for himself. 


February 2010


We’re glad to send you greetings from the local church in the town of Desna. We hope that in our small town, this church is a light for the surrounding world and that it is conveying the Gospel, love, and peace in all of its conduct. We very much want to see many people come to know the Lord personally, so we are developing our Sunday school ministry. At the moment we have two teachers working with the children. Every year we run summer camps in order to attract new children, and at every lesson we encourage the kids to bring their friends and classmates. 


Our church building is located on the outskirts of town, and for a long time, parents have been afraid to let their children come (especially children who are not very old). In addition, since the church has been undergoing reconstruction, including the exterior, that too scared off parents. But at our prayer meetings we prayed specifically that God would prompt the parents to send their children. We have seen how God answers our prayers, and this year many new children have come. A recent class had 22 children. We are grateful to God for the opportunity to work with these young ones, and also for the fact that our country has not passed a law concerning religious cults, by which the Government and the authorities could try to stop our work with children. 


This year the weather had improved slightly, but all roads are still covered with snow, so some members of our church could not come to services, and we visited their homes. One elderly woman, for health reasons, was unable to walk in this weather, so we went to her home and prayed for her. Her unbelieving relatives were initially negatively inclined towards believers, but our loving attention toward their mother gave them a new outlook. So much so that they even invited me to join them on a visit to Russia. 


A woman from our church (Lubov Terentievna) constantly asked to pray that someone from the church could talk to her son, Misha. When we visited her, there were no opportunities to talk with him. But it so happened that Lubov Terentievna broke her leg, so I drove her and her son to the hospital. On the way there and back, I had the opportunity to testify to Misha [the son] concerning what God has done and is doing in my life. 


Recently a new convert and I visited an acquaintance who is trapped by addiction. Drugs destroyed his life, his health, and brought sorrow to his family. The newly converted Oleg testified to the addict and to his mother about his salvation, liberation from sin. 


March 2010

Dear brothers and sisters, on behalf of our church, I would like to say we are deeply grateful for your help. For many members of the church your help [humanitarian aid] was a huge blessing. Thanks for your aid, in Desna and in Goncharovske we were able to distribute humanitarian aid to about a hundred people. We distributed to members of the local church, and also the church people decided to give personally to needy ones. And most church members participated in distributing humanitarian aid. 

In one family of a former officer has material difficulties, and our church has long claimed custody of his family. As it is possible, we assist that family and not just with food; we even had a few times when we collected money. At this time our sisters have postponed things for their kids, and have given to this needy family. I cannot express all the words as the man thanked us for these things. He called me early in the morning, the telephone receiver pour forth a sea of words of thanks for those things that our sisters gave for their families. I told him that not to thank me, but thank the Lord for His care, as well as brothers and sisters who sacrifice for the needs of the Desna. I know that his words of gratitude extend to you, because your Christian care is so clearly visible to us. Also, many other people to whom humanitarian assistance was distributed thanked us. We talked about you, and all of you are wholeheartedly thanked.  Please pray for the following:

1) For the people and soldiers in Desna; may they believe in God.

2) Please pray for the musical ministry in our church.
3) For our church and for its growth
4) The Children's ministry,
