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October 2009

Desna
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We held three special events this month, and we do all the preparations whole-heartedly. We planned to invite people who do not know our Lord. 

We had an evening of “skilled craftsman” where those who wanted could come and try to make cards for their families and friends with their own hands. We invited two sisters from Lutsk to help us with this event. 
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  The second event was a country-style evening. We had several goals for this event. One of the goals was to let people who were at the summer camps to have fellowship and to develop their relationships. Also, it was aimed to help those people who are not believers to get acquainted with those who believe and through their personal testimonies to hear about the Lord. The youth wore carnival clothes and prepared interesting games. We also had tea. Hopefully, this evening will be remembered by many.

The most important event that our church celebrated was Thanksgiving, the Harvest Holiday. 

We planned to invite our friends and people we are acquainted with, and we expected our congregation hall to be filled with people. We prepared a dinner for sixty persons. Everybody in our church was occupied with preparations for this event. Women from our church prepared tasty food, and the youth prepared the program. It was an unforgettable time when we could be in fellowship together. And there is no more joy for a pastor than to see how people want to serve the Lord with their gifts. 
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October 2009, part 2

Desna

The Power of Prayer

I keep motivating our church to attend the 7 a.m. Monday prayer meetings at the church building and am very glad that God helps me in this.

I want to share with you one story that impressed me and was a great encouragement to many church members. Three months ago at morning prayer, one woman from our church asked us to pray for a certain man named Sergey, who had much trouble in his family. She told us that Sergey’s mom had come to her home and shared with her that he had begun to use drugs, became embittered, and no longer wanted to communicate with others. Our sister suggested that she kneel and pray. This woman considered this with distrust but kneeled and prayed for her son. She had distrust because she attends an Orthodox church, and the priest told her that our church is a cult and that we pray in a wrong way. That’s why this lady was afraid to pray with our sister Luba. 

Sergey lives and works in Chernigiv and hadn’t visited Desna for a long time. We began to pray for Sergey, and from time to time we heard about changes in Sergey’s life from our sister. For instance, she told that he had made up with his parents.

But the most interesting thing happened a couple days ago. I was having breakfast when somebody knocked on my door. I opened it and saw a six-foot tall guy standing there: it was Sergey. We’ve known each other for a long time, but I hadn’t seen him for ten years and didn’t expect to see him at my door. He asked me to step out for a talk. He said to me, “I just arrived in Desna, and when I was passing by I noticed your car and decided to stop and say hello to you.” We began to talk, and he told me what was happening in his life. I told him that I’m a pastor of a church and how God saved me. He knew me back when I didn’t know the Lord, and he noticed how God had changed my life. I had an opportunity to witness to him about the Lord. He’s still too proud to admit that he needs help. In our conversation he mentioned that he isn’t ready to become reconciled with God, but I saw how the Lord is at work in his life.

For everybody who prays for Sergey it’s a great encouragement to see how God answers our prayers. Maybe someone would suggest that this was a coincidence, but I know that this is a miracle from God that Sergey himself came to my home and that God presented me with an opportunity to witness to this man.

Please pray to God:

1) for true repentance in Sergey;

2) for more possibilities for witnessing;

3) for new people to come to our church services.


November 2009

Desna

We greet you in the love of Christ!

We here in Desna consider the ministry that God has given us in a small town, with people connected with the military and also among ordinary people who need the Savior, to be a blessing. Our desire remains the same – to serve these people, to be with them praising the Lord.

We had flu quarantine during this month in Ukraine. Many people wear masks on the streets and in public places. People were in a panic, and sometimes it became absurd. The military hospital was reorganized into one therapeutics department; more than 400 soldiers got ill. This fact influenced our ministry as well. We did not cancel our Sunday church services, though there was a law in Ukraine to cancel all mass meetings, so that many churches in Ukraine that do not have their own church building could not gather together. We had all our regular church services except the Sunday school which we canceled temporarily. Praise the Lord, nobody got ill in our church. Unfortunately soldiers still are not allowed to attend church services due to quarantine. I wanted to visit two soldiers at the military unit, but they did not allow me in as it was still under quarantine. I hope they will come to celebrate Christmas with us.

Please pray to God:

1) To give opportunities for the soldiers to come to church.

2) For the increasing of the number of people who come on Sunday service.

3) For the spiritual growth of the church.

With respect, 

Igor Fomichov


December 2009

We want to share with you some events from our church at Desna. We celebrated the Day of Armed Forces in Ukraine this month. It is a tradition to congratulate men on this day, even if many of them have no connection with the Army. In our town, where one of the biggest offices of the head of studies is situated, we had a review on this holiday. That is why our youth decided to arrange an evening devoted to the military. We decorated the sanctuary with the camouflage netting, set up a real tent, and everybody was to come  wearing some real military clothing. Many people joyfully came in uniform. We are very happy that some guys from the Sunday school joined our youth, attended church, and participate in church services. They helped us to organize this evening.

Those who came had some special tasks: to bandage an injured man, to put on a gas mask, to capture the flag of opponents, to do some physical exercises for a set amount of time, and many others. In the middle of our service there was an important part of our spiritual food – time for praising the Lord and a sermon about how to be a soldier in the spiritual world. The final part of our meeting was physical food – boiled buckwheat with tinned, stewed meat and tea.

It was a great time for the youth to have fellowship and to make new friends.

One of the important events of this month came after the end of quarantine when I broke through to enter the military unit to visit one soldier – a believer. I use the word “broke through” because they did not want to let me in. So I had to give many explanations and to beg the soldiers to let me in. Before I met with the soldier, I met with his commander and asked for permission. I am very thankful to God that he opened the heart of the commander, and that man even gave a leave warrant for an hour and a half so we had time with this soldier for a talk and some tea. I met another soldier and talked to him, and he asked me to talk to his commander and to ask him to let this soldier to attend church services. I’ve tried to talk with his commander, but I don’t have any result yet. 

Please pray with us to God:

1) to open the door for witnessing among the military men;

2) for the military authorities to let soldiers to visit our church services;

3) for the new people to come to our church.

Respectfully,

Igor Fomichev
