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Desna & Goncharovsk, Ukraine
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2nd Quarter 2009 Report

April 2009

I want to tell you a lot about our life, which is wholly involved in ministry. I’m not very good at writing thoughts on paper, but I’ll try to include each event that took place in our church’s life. One of the important times is Monday morning prayer. One Sunday I preached a sermon on the story where Abraham sacrificed his son Isaac. At the end there was an invitation: who can offer his time Monday at seven to pray? Some people raised hands.  After the service some women came to me to ask if they should come Monday morning. I asked if they would come in the morning; they said yes. I had evening in mind because I could not even imagine that people would be ready to come in the morning, and it was a great encouragement for me as pastor that the next morning eight people came to church to pray. 
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We have held this prayer time each Monday morning for a month, and we see a lot of things changing in our church.  One encouragement is the life of one man whose name is Vasya; I asked you to pray for him. I’ve known him for a long time and have had conversations with him, encouraging him to follow the Lord, and God has done a lot in his life. He had a desire to have a relationship with the Lord, but old friends and his old way of life held him strongly. I tried to help him but it seemed to me that all my efforts were in vain. And it made me sad that no changes took place in his life. So in the morning  prayer times I started to pray for Vasya. But this was a different prayer, not like I had prayed before; we prayed, “Only you, Lord, can change his life.” We asked the Lord to change him, and something wonderful began. Vasya started to phone about possibly meeting. Several times I’d been in Goncharovsk and hadn’t managed to see him. But he was persistent about trying to find a time to meet. When we got together, we spent three hours talking about our Lord, and when his friends phoned, he answered that he was busy. He said that he wants to live with the Lord and doesn’t want to go back to drugs and the sinful life. 
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I thank for you for your care and for your financial help, that we can continue our reconstruction.  The building work helps us to find a job for Vasya, and we see how God has changed his heart in these days. In a couple days it will be a month since Vasya started living a new life. Our church enjoys seeing how his life is changing. I want to ask you to continue praying for Vasya and his family.  Two weeks ago our youth leader Liosha and I were at the lake with Vasya and some his friends. It’s hard to describe what great joy we felt in sharing the Gospel, near the fire, with these guys. Also, we are praying for Sasha, another of Vasya’s friends.  That evening we had a deep talk with Sasha in my car. Sasha said that he understands everything, and that only the Lord can help him. But his wife is not okay with this, and she doesn’t understand him in this matter. I was glad to share the Gospel with her near the fire that evening.

Prayer needs:

1) For spiritual and numerical growth in our church,

2) For Vasya and his family,

3) For Sasha’s and his wife’s salvation.
Р.S In the first photo from Goncharovsk, Vasya is the one in the hat.
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May 2009
Dear friends! 
I want to ask you to continue to pray about our church and the ministry we conduct. I want to tell you about events that have taken place in our church. 

As I already told you, we have a morning prayer each Monday at seven o’clock, where we have about 7 to 12 people. As a pastor I feel a great privilege to work at this church. I know that for many people in our church it is difficult to wake up in the morning or to leave their needs. But they offer their sleep and time to labor in prayer. One student called in the morning and said, “Now I’m in Chernihiv, but I woke up to pray with you.” Another man goes to work early in the morning, and he stays for prayer on Monday, and I know it’s a big step for him. 

Last Monday, some other church members and I were fasting for new people coming to our church and for all people who depend on drugs and alcohol in our town. And God didn’t leave us without an answer—one young family visited our Tuesday night service. I had a chance to talk with the husband, Tolik, the Sunday before. He told me that he and his wife don’t have jobs and their kids don’t have clothes to wear. I gave him some clothes from the humanitarian aid, which we have for such events. I invited him on Tuesday, and he came with all of his family, we had a long talk after the service. Tolik’s wife Tanya asked me to give her a Bible and promised that she would read it. We talked about a number of things, and they said that they liked the time they spent in our church and asked if they could come again. I said that we always glad to see them. Tolik told me that he doesn’t have anything to feed his kids in the evening. I talked to the brothers at church and we gathered some money to give them for food. And one interesting thing is that Vasya—I wrote you about him, he has just started to grow in the Lord—was the first who offered money. We decided that not only Vasya but all who have a desire can offer them. After Tolik and his wife left, we were still sitting at church and talking. We asked one sister from church about this family, and she said that they are alcoholics and that they come with wrong motives and that we made a mistake in giving them money. We replied that all people come to the Lord in sinful condition, and we prayed for this family. All the rest of that evening we continually talked about this family and concluded that they are God’s answer, and that our sister just planted doubts in us. It’s interesting that this family came to the Sunday service and even brought honey for tea which they bought themselves. After the service I talked to the sister who knows that family, and she said that it’s miracle these people have changed. During the week she bumped into their kids, and they told how their mother reads the Bible. She talked with them and concluded that they are absolutely different people. I was glad that God led this family to church. Their kids now attend Sunday school. I tell you that I’m glad to see how God is working in Desna. 

Pray with us:

1) For our church growth.

2) For Tanya and Tolik, for changes in their lives.

3) For Vasya, for his strengthening in Lord.
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June (Desna) 2009
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It seems like summer just started, and suddenly we were already in the middle of the first month. With God’s help we held a camp in Desna. I always thought that in Desna people more open. But when our people were distributing balloons to invite kids to camp, they encountered ill will from people. Parents came with their kids saying, “We’ll get balloons, but we don’t want to the invitation card.” Or they didn’t allow their kids to take the invitations. But people were polite and tried not to hurt anyone. 

We handed about 120 invitations in Desna. In Desna we always have camps at the school soccer field, but this year we decided to change places and held it near the church. There were two reasons to change the location. The first reason is that we got about fifty kids last year, and only fifteen of them attended Sunday school. Most kids were not allowed to come, because the parents don’t know what’s going on and our church building is at the end of town. That’s why we decided that parents should bring their kids, and it would be a chance to start relationships with them. We thought it’s important for our church and that it would be a good advertisement for our church. We thought, maybe there would not be so many kids as last year, but we’ll work for perspective. The second reason is that at the same time the school holds its own camp. It prevented us, of course, but we know that God did His work. 

There were about twenty-five kids at the camp. We taught the children how to pray and to share about our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We taught them to sing Christian songs and did different crafts. Kids liked spending time with us. One boy’s mother called and told him to go to the school camp, but he replied that kids hurt him there and that Christian camp is very nice and he likes it. Also many parents came to see what their kids were doing. Several days after camp, two girls came looking for our Sunday school teacher, Alusia. I said that she’s out of town and they handed me a gift for her. We see that for the kids it was an unforgettable time in our camp. The children prayed with us and listened to Bible stories with great interest. We pray that the Lord will change their hearts. One important thing is that we invited one boy, Artyom to help us in camp, and he was at our Sunday school before. We pray and hope to teach him as a future Sunday school teacher. 

Pray with us:

1) For the growth of our Sunday school.

2) For parents to allow their kids attend our Sunday school.

3) For sincere repentances.

4) For Sunday school teachers.

5) For Artyom.

Goncharovsk

Dear friends! 
I want to express a gratitude for your prayer support. We see how wonderfully the Lord answers our prayer. Summer is always camp time, and we are always trying to attract more new kids for Sunday school during the camps. Also, we try to witness to their parents about our good motives. This year we held the camp at the beginning of June, according to plan. Two weeks before camp, the school was given sea sanatorium vouchers and many kids who attend Sunday school said that they’d be gone. We started to worry that we would have a small number of kids; we thought it better to change dates of camp. But then we decided to pray and trust the Lord. We asked church members to pray intensively for the camps. So we came, and this year we had a very good team from the Desna church. We went to the center of town and began to distribute invitations with balloons. Kids with a great joy were coming and accepting invitations. That day we gave out one hundred invitations. And most pleasant is that fifty-four kids came to camp. Many mothers brought their kids. Ira Petrenko communicated with mothers as well, because many mothers have several kids and while the oldest were in camp, the youngest were sitting with Ira. We were glad for this opportunity to witness. Kids liked the camp much, and our American friends helped us also. Kids are always very interested to talk to Americans. They asked us when Americans will come again. It was a fun atmosphere. An English teacher visited our camp, and she listened to Rick Barry and the Bible story very attentively. After the story she asked him how to say in English “He is risen indeed.” Everything was very good; the kids were glad there were many games. They received sweets and many prizes. There were Bible stories; kids learned Christian songs. One event took place. The mother of one child came into the room and took out her kid saying, “You are in a cult.” Sasha wanted to talk with her, but she said that we hypnotize kids and that she would stop it. Sometime later, a policeman came and asked about our permission to hold activities like that. Sasha explained that everything had been checked with the town authorities. The policeman said that this woman reported that we turned on a TV and hypnotized kids. But the policeman said that everything was okay; there is no TV and the kids were just doing crafts. After that we finished camp and gave the kids final prizes. 

Pray with us:

1) For ministry in Goncharovsk.

2) For new people’s repentance.

3) For Sunday school, for all kids who attended camp.

4) For parents, that they won’t prevent kids to attend Sunday school.

